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Volunteer START Recap 2011
(Students Towards A Responsible Tomorrow)
*Total amount in grants distributed: $13,050
* 8 Student groups and 12 projects completed
Birch Run High School – “Make A Difference”
Contact: Jan Pollard
Partnering Agency Local 4-H Groups, Birch Run Arbor, MSU Master Gardeners
Grant Amount: $2000
Recap: This projected involved 45 teens from the Birch Run Community planting, growing, and distributing spring vegetable and bedding plants. The Birch Run High School horticulture class along with 4-H filled the greenhouse with vegetables and flowers that were distributed to local “shut-ins”, churches, schools, and businesses. This project helped build students’ horticulture knowledge and engaged them in helping their community. 
Carrollton High School – “Snuggies For Seniors”
Contact: Tina Ancel
Partnering Agency: Hoyt Nursing Home
Grant Amount: $1000
Recap: The Leadership class at Carrollton High School created lap blankets to be donated to the senior citizens in a near-by nursing home. Each student chose the design patterns of the fleece which we purchased at JoAnn Fabrics. Parent volunteers helped us to cut and tie the pieces of fleece. It took several class periods to complete fifty lap blankets. On March 28th, the class visited the residents at Hoyt Nursing home. Each student presented his/her blanket to a senior citizen. The social exchange was completed by the smiling faces of all participants. A Carrollton student said “When we went to the nursing home I was excited and happy to see all their faces light up with joy, they didn’t want to let the blankets go.”
Carrollton High School – “Seniors 2 Seniors”
Contact: Jennifer Gebauer
Partnering Agency: Learn & Serve Michigan/America
Grant Amount: $1000
Recap: The Senior Class of 2011, consisting of 105 seniors was broken up into eight groups and set out to complete home repairs and yard work to Carrollton Township senior citizens. The teams were lead by teachers, administrators, and other local community volunteers. The students cleared yards of over 100 bags of yard waste, scraped and painted a garage, built porch hand rails, spread over 200 bags of mulch, and removed fences trees and shrubs. Project Advisor Jennifer Gebauer said “Overall, the day was a huge success, the recipients were ecstatic and amazed with the transformation. A huge thanks goes out to our project sponsors, this day would not have been possible without them.”
Chesaning High School – “Fleece Blankets for Kids”
Contact: Amy Sholtz
Partnering Agency: Underground Railroad
Grant Amount: $1200
Recap: Over seventy students at Chesaning High School put together 100 no sew fleece blankets during a one day “tying bee”. The blankets were donated to the Saginaw Underground Railroad, so the young residents could have a comfort item in time for Christmas. In addition, the Key Club members worked on two blankets with the preschool Head Start students so that they too can appreciate community service and helping others. Team Leader Angie Stegehuis, said “This whole activity got me involved and showed me what it means to have a passion for helping the community.”
Chesaning High School – “SAID Christmas Party”

Contact: Amy Sholtz
Partnering Agency: Saginaw Advocacy for Individuals with Disabilities (SAID)
Grant Amount: $800
Recap: For the past five years, the Carrollton High School Key Club members have held a Christmas party for S.A.I.D, making Christmas brighter for 325 disabled adults. The students help with the food, pass out gifts, and dance with the attendees. With the help from the grant, they purchased much needed umbrellas and winter hats for the individuals who attended. In addition to those gifts the students were able to provide table decorations and table favors for each adult. “I enjoy dancing and spending time with all of the fun loving adults at the party. It is a wonderful experience for all the students because of the lifelong friends they will make and the hearts they touch.” –Chesaning High School Student.
Merrill High School Art Club– “Helping HandMade”

Contact: Barb Kosick
Partnering Agency: Breckenridge/Merrill/Wheeler Food Bank
Grant Amount: $700
Recap: The Merrill High School Art Club made ceramic pieces to sell to the students and public. All of the proceeds went to the Breckenridge/Merrill/Wheeler Food Pantry. The students were able to gain skills with the potter wheel, which they didn’t have the opportunity of doing so before due to limited supplies and equipment. With the grand money they were able to purchase enough clay and glaze to make numerous cups, bowls and dishes. In addition the students also made handmade books to be used at journals or photo albums. All of the items were sold during an art show held at the high school. The art show also included an art night in which community members could make books of their own and help make clay ties for a mural to be installed in the high school. Team Leader Kelsey Clapp, said “I was allowed to work with one of my favorite things, awhile helping people at the same time. It was a very rewarding experience.”
M.J. McGivney School – “Helping The Homeless”

Contact: Stacy Baybeck
Partnering Agency: Women to Women, Emmaus House, Underground Railroad
Grant Amount: $600
Recap: The M.J. McGivney students prepared 68 bags for the homeless people in the community. The bags contained hygiene and personal care items such as; razors, hand sanitizer, toot brushes, tooth paste, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, and body wash. The bags were then delivered to local organizations helping the homeless. “We truly believe we received more from the experience than those who benefited from the generosity of the Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation and United Way of Saginaw County.” –Stacy Baybeck, Project Advisor.
M.J. McGivney School – “Mobile Food Pantry”

Contact: Stacy Baybeck
Partnering Agency: Neighborhood House
Grant Amount: $600
Recap: The M.J. McGivney students purchased food with the help of the grant and partnered with Neighborhood House for a food drive to provide boxes of food to needy families in the community. The students were able to experience giving and helping others through this project. Project Advisor, Stacy Baybeck, said “The overall impression was it was so gratifying to do well for others, and wow what a lot of food for six hundred dollars!”
Saginaw Arts & Science Academy – “American”
Contact: John Olvera
Partnering Agency: American Red Cross
Grant Amount: $2000
Recap:  Saginaw Arts & Science Academy goal was to help the American Red Cross expand its office space to help others in need. Students planted, painted, did minor office repairs, set up shelves, and window blinds. With the help of the grant they were able to purchase folding chairs and eight folding tables, a restaurant coffee maker, bulletin boards, office chairs and mats. The students planted flowers and shrubs around the building, and fixed and painted an outside picnic table. They were able to make the American Red Cross office look nice, and more functional to help people of the community.
Swan Valley High School – “Master the Art of Reading”

Contact: Kay Wejrowski
Partnering Agency: East Side Soup Kitchen, Underground Railroad, CAN Council
Grant Amount: $1150
Recap: Each year Swan Valley selects a theme that projects and activities focus on. This years them was “Master the Art of Reading”. It provided art experiences for the students, who published a school art calendar that was sold to purchase children’s books and supplies for the CAN council, Underground Railroad, and for the East Side Soup Kitchen food was supplied for the after school programs. 128 National Honors Society members sold and promoted the calendars, packed art bags and book bags for the children.
Valley Lutheran High School – “Blood Pressure Clinics”

Contact: Lori Milroy
Partnering Agency: Neighborhood House/MSU-E/VNA

Grant Amount: $1200
Recap: Valley Lutheran students have been arranging Mobile Food Pantries for several years now with the help from grants. This year they wanted to do something a little bit more. Along with the Mobile Food Pantries they set up free blood pressure screenings and had MSU extension office come out and hand out nutrition information. While the people of the community were waiting in line for a box of food, they would receive the information and blood pressure screenings. 199 households were served at the Neighborhood House representing 449 people. At the Saginaw Metro Ministries 184 households were served representing 628 people. Over 80 volunteers were used from Valley Lutheran with more than 400 volunteer hours. This year there was excess food and volunteers so they were able to deliver food to Good Neighbors Mission, Emmaus House, Mustard Seed shelter and SafeHaven Shelter serving more than 100 additional people. 
Valley Lutheran High School – “Saginaw Service Blitz”

Contact: Lori Milroy
Partnering Agency: Saginaw Metro Ministries/Neighborhood House
Grant Amount: $800
Recap: There has been a huge increase in the demand for food pantries. This year Valley Lutheran was able to secure meals through Kids Against Hunger for cheap if the students were to assemble them. The students assembled approximately 10,000 meals. The meals were stocked and organized by the students at Saginaw Metro Ministries, Bethlehem food pantry and offered to other not for profit places that provide meals.  “The grant was a lot of help; your support was essential and appreciated.” - Project Advisor Lori Milroy

